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A Critical Impact Study



We are grateful to God for the evangelical youth ministries in North America.  Wherever those ministries exist, they have effectively discipled many of the youth in their reach.  While they are touching many nationwide, still yet millions go unnoticed or untouched by their efforts.  Through either circumstances or personal choice, these millions pose a challenge to true believers and followers of Jesus Christ.  The complexity of sins, belief systems and lifestyles of these youth are such that churches and youth ministries are often hesitant or unable to deal with them.  As a result, we overlook these youths to the extent that existing secular entities end up being the ones in which some of them find meaningful contact, instead of in our programs and ministries.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is never daunted by the problems and sins of man.  The power of our loving God is all sufficient to reach the most lost souls and restore them to wholeness.  However, we must not be uninformed about what problems and sins we may encounter among youth.  Through relevant information gained prayerfully and with the Holy Spirit’s guidance, we should desire to fully understand those to whom we have yet to extend the warm and unfailing hope that comes from our eternal God, the Author, Creator and Redeemer of this sin-filled world.

Since we have hardly prepared either ourselves or our kids to face the least touched youth of our society, we seek here to know not only who these are by description, but also to answer the pressing question, “How might we be able to gain their trust and forge an approach or strategy towards reaching them with the Gospel?”  A treatment on outreach strategy can be found in a companion IMM publication entitled “Reaching the Least Touched in Our Society”.

The pages below reflect the youth who may be considered the least touched by both the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the Church’s efforts to reach them.  These might be considered the hardest ones to reach among the entire spectrum of youth in our nation.  Many of these would face severe cultural or socio-economic barriers if they tried to adhere to existing church structures or organizations without making drastic lifestyle changes.  That is to say, churches will not readily accept them, or they don’t perceive any cost-effective way of ministering to them.  For some of these youth, viable opportunities for exposure to the Gospel may be missing or very inadequate, e.g. a social or language barrier is present.  For others, resistance to the Truth is a deliberate, conscious (though often misinformed) act of their will.  The descriptors presented here may be overlapping, that is, a youth may be more accurately described by more than one descriptor.  Some of these descriptors may also be useful in describing the corresponding adult counterparts.

Note an important distinction in the categories presented here.  The first few are categories of choice; one voluntarily chooses to follow this lifestyle or hold this worldview.  Following those are intrinsic categories in which one belongs by birth or through immutable circumstances.  The distinction of choice makes a big difference in terms of how open one will be to another trying to share the Gospel with them.

(Note: blue type indicates “specific to Portland, Oregon”)

1. Pagan

These are the most strongly resistant and hostile to all forms and adherents of the Christian faith.  Many are true occult pagans (Wiccans, witches, Satanists, etc.).  Others are flirting and experimenting with occult pagan practices from a motivation to find a replacement for their current quasi-Christian worldview.

Note that there are those who glibly attach this label to themselves even though they don’t adhere to any overtly pagan system or organization.  For example, they are atheists firmly believing in neo-Darwinism for the specific purpose of rejecting Christianity; these are denoted as skeptics (see the next descriptor below).

In recent years, there has been what appears to be a focused effort on the part of occult pagan organizations to recruit children and adolescents into their ranks, as evidenced by some of the websites listed below.  Pagan insiders have observed the recent Harry Potter book series as an opportunistic vehicle for introducing children to the pagan worldview and its various occult practices.  The success of this book series has opened the door for yet more widely selling children’s books on the occult and witchcraft.  Among teens, feature-length movies and network television series about teenage witchcraft or other forms of paganism are very popular.

While covens (local occult organizations or gatherings) exist nationwide, there seem to be unusually high concentrations of them in Oregon, the Bay Area and England.  In Oregon, there are at least 5 registered covens catering specifically to youth, 2 catering to college age and 7 catering to families.  The total adult and youth pagan population in this state is stated to be around 600 M.

Pagan websites

1.
www.geocities.com/zattsplace/religion.html

              (one youth’s journey from Christianity into paganism)

2.
members.tripod.com/~EdLaClair/index-5.html 

        (“This site is made for teen pagans.”)

3.
www.witchlife.com/family/homeschool/index.shtml 

        (for pagan home schoolers)

4.
www.paganparenting.net 

        (parenting for pagans)

5.
www.cog.org/general/iabout.html

      www.cog.org/wicca/faq.html 

        (witchcraft and Wiccan beliefs Q & A)

6.
www.witchvox.com

        (The Witches’ Voice network, widely referred to by many pagan websites)

2. Skeptic

This includes atheists, agnostics, “heretics”, evolutionists, realists and rationalists.  They tend to be relatively well educated, with many in upper academia.  A large proportion of students and teachers in the sciences and philosophy readily adhere to this description.  A typical profile would probably include: white, male, atheistic, Bachelor’s or Master’s degree.  Many appear to have come from Christian backgrounds.  Many seem to have taken their turn towards skepticism in their mid- to late-teens (in college).  They are generally very antagonistic and cynical toward those seeking to share the Truth of the Gospel with them.

Though they are proportionately small in number, the governments of the USA and Canada protect their interests through “Separation of Church and State” and through laws and policies supporting only the teaching of evolution in public schools.  The media industry also lends very favorable exposure and support for their ideals.  From this position, they feel comfortable acting superior to Christians and feel that debating or arguing with them is a waste of their time; there are, however, some who enjoy debating Christians just for the sake of annoying them.

The concept of atheist outreach or activism appears to be on the rise, with young minds the primary target.  Some online resources are available for skeptic parents to raise their children.  Skepticism on the Internet reveals a vocal and passionate following.  Yahoo Groups sports 49 atheist forums specifically for teens, with about a thousand members total (probably mostly from the USA).  Several atheist radio talk shows are broadcast throughout the USA with college students in mind.

Skeptic websites

1.
home.teleport.com/~or4think/pf_v6n1/LocalSkeptics.htm

        (Oregonians for Rationality, a helpful overview of USA skepticism)

2.
www.skeptic.com

        (widely published Michael Shermer makes overtures towards youth)

3.
www.suite101.com/links.cfm/atheism

        (links promoting atheist activism, from a writers’ and publishers’ website)

4.
www.thedeepdark.com/atheism/

        (ensemble of atheist/rationalist radio talk shows)

5.
www.csicop.org

        (the oldest and most widely known skeptics organization in USA)

6.
www.atheistalliance.org

        (The Atheist Alliance, a full service atheist portal)

7.
www.squirm.net/tna

        (atheist network of 1000+ websites)

8.
www.positiveatheism.org/index.shtml

        (collection of atheist articles and news)

9.
pages.infinit.net/rand/infidele/index.html

        (atheist news, articles and definitions in French and English)
3. Street

These are not those who forcibly live in the streets, but principally the non-homeless who prefer to hang out in the streets.  Depending on locality, many of these may belong to an organized gang.

While some kids are truly homeless, "street kids" as per this definition may even hail from upstanding suburban homes.  They choose to identify with street culture as a public though not necessarily consistent lifestyle; they may lead a different lifestyle where they actually reside and go to school.  They see the street as the place where they best fit in socially.  It is there they gain ready acceptance from a group of peers, finding affinity along one or more delineations.

Gang street kids naturally hang together based on fear, violence and an mutually accepted code of behavior.  Gangs are often territorial, and act violently towards members of other gangs who knowingly or unknowingly intrude upon their domain.  Some gangs are regularly involved in other illicit activities, putting undue pressure on each member to participate in them.

The street is where some live their self-destructive lifestyles with minimal interference from others.  Some are drug addicts or alcoholics, engaging in theft or even murder to finance their habit.  Some are public “hermits”, deliberately living out their pained isolation in view of all.  One brand of street kid is the “gutter punk”, living in total rebellion to all that is orderly and established in society.  Other examples of street "ideals" (culture) include death, grunge, anarchy, rebellion and paganism.  Some kids hang out in these environs for no obvious reason.  

While the majority of street kids are male, it is difficult to describe "the typical street kid", for they cross many racial, cultural and economic boundaries.  Some are desperately lonely and might be open to contact, while others are prone to hostility toward one trying to share the Truth with them.  Girls are often present among them, but usually as part of a male-dominated consort.  

While public and private resources are devoted to helping homeless youth, much less thought, effort and resource go towards street kids who are there by choice.  The most notable efforts are those of fighting or preventing gangs, but these do not alleviate the existence of gangs.  

A significant location for street kids is downtown Portland, especially Pioneer Square and along the east-west light rail within a mile of the Square.  The light rail affords many of these kids an easy and economical means for getting to and from their common gathering places, regardless of where they live throughout the metro area.  Their numbers vary considerably with the seasons, reaching their expected peak in summer and petering out to the diehards in winter.  While gangs are generally sparse in Portland, Asian gangs are present in areas of Southeast Portland and Gresham, and Latino gangs are present in the outlying Woodburn and Hillsboro areas.

Except for gangs, little can be found in literature or on the Internet to help us understand this kind of youth P.  The sites listed here contain some useful information regarding gangs.

Websites:
1.


        (

2.


        (

3.


        (

4. First Nations

The First Nations youth are Native American Indian youth.  This term is one that has been increasing in usage, more commonly among Natives and in academia, but still quite slowly in society at large.  We use it here because it helps us recognize that western peoples forcibly displaced their many peoples and cultures, resulting in many negative social effects upon them.

Some First Nations youth are homeless, and many are unemployed.

Chemical dependency

Gambling

Alcoholism

Websites: 
1.


        (

2.


        (

3.


        (

5. Gay / Lesbian

This actually refers to all sexually deviant persons: homosexual, bisexual, lesbian and transsexual.  

Websites: 
1.


        (

2.


        (

3.


        (

6. Deaf / Blind

These are often neglected or unseen by society as a whole.

Websites: 
1.


        (

2.


        (

3.


        (

7. Pregnant Teens

These are often neglected or unseen by society as a whole.

Websites: 
1.


        (

2.


        (

3.


        (

8. Gangs

Websites: 
1.


        (

2.


        (

3.


        (

9. Immigrant Hispanic

Websites: 
1.


        (

2.


        (

3.


        (

10. Immigrant Asian

Websites: 
1.


        (

2.


        (

3.


        (

11. Inner-City Black

Websites: 
1.


        (

2.


        (

3.


        (

Closing Comments

Interestingly, when giving references to youth help programs, hotlines and outreaches, secular agencies and websites never refer to church-based ministries.  Similarly, church-based ministries do not generally reference secular programs, with a few exceptions such as alcohol or drug treatment programs.  Perhaps the youth in our society would benefit more if these two major factions of youth outreach could find a way to be in communication with each other.

Some general tendencies, which might apply to many youths in these categories, include:  Darwinist or evolution-minded, pro-abortion, pro-homosexual, politically left wing, hopeless, bored, dishonest, illiterate and inadequately educated.  

Regarding hostility toward Christianity, while many would exhibit this response, not all in these groupings should be thought of as automatically hostile to the Gospel.
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