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A Critical Impact Study



What follows here is a list of major youth risk factors, to which nearly all youth in our society are exposed, not only the least touched.

A. Abuse

This includes all forms of abuse:  physical, sexual, verbal, emotional and spiritual.

Resources: 
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B. Drugs and Alcohol
Alcoholism

Chemical dependency

One specific venue for drug addiction is the teen rave scene.

Websites: 
1.


        (

2.


        (

3.


        (

C. Pornography and Sex-Related Phenomena

Websites: 
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D. Gambling

Websites: 
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E. Homelessness

Websites: 
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F. Violence and Gangs

Websites: 
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G. Racism

Websites: 
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H. Suicide

One-sixth of high school students in the USA have considered committing suicide.  A prior unsuccessful suicide attempt is the primary risk factor preceding a successful suicide.  Other strong risk factors include depression, substance abuse, history of physical or sexual abuse, incarceration, homelessness, sexual deviation and accessibility to firearms N.

Websites:

1.
www.ohd.hr.state.or.us/ipe/2000plan/welcome.htm
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Closing Comments

Interestingly, when giving references to youth help programs, hotlines and outreaches, secular agencies and websites never refer to church-based ministries.  Similarly, church-based ministries do not generally reference secular programs, with a few exceptions such as alcohol or drug treatment programs.  Perhaps the youth in our society would benefit more if these two major factions of youth outreach could find a way to be in communication with each other.

Some general tendencies, which might apply to many youths in these categories, include:  Darwinist or evolution-minded, pro-abortion, pro-homosexual, politically left wing, hopeless, bored, dishonest, illiterate and inadequately educated.  

Regarding hostility toward Christianity, while many would exhibit this response, not all in these groupings should be thought of as automatically hostile to the Gospel.
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